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To the BOOKSELLER. 


W il 


A there has never yet been any 3 Copies pub- 
liſhed of the two incloſed Speeches of the Lord L---k 


on Occafion of a certain famous Motion ; and theſe I ſend 
being to & depended on, 1 helieue they ol] vol be anaccept- 
able ” the pub; if you are of the Fane Way y of Think. 


"Pp 


ing, they are at your Service; I am, 


a 


_ 3 3 Sons Tn : 1 | 


* Except ſuch as are made by Scribblers, hired by the Publiſhers of Magazines 


at ſo much per Sheet; that no one Member in the Houſe can charge his Memory 


| with a ſingle Sentence of thoſe pal med Meere, and which may as properly be fa- 
cher d upon Ig as Britiſh Speakets. © * Þ 2g. 5 
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Mr. SPEAKER, 


HEN this Parliament met, the Nation was in 
ſuch a Situation, that nothing but the Vigour 
and Spirit of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons could 


WE] preſerv'd us; that Spirit has prevail'd, and if it conti- 
nues to exert itfelf, we may ſoon be a happy and united 


ar Ai 


WE have 3 tat d with all his Mijas r' s De- 
mands; we have chearfully granted all that has been de- 
RESET" of us for the Saſety and Honour of the Nation ; 
and the Time is now come, that we ſhould liſten to the 
Complaints of the * 


Tas preſent Grievances, Sir, are of a different Nature 


from thoſe of the laſt Age; Prerogative ſtretch d beyond its 


due Bounds, was the Enemy our Anceſtors had to ſtruggle 
with; but that political Engine would ſerve the Turn no 


longer, and when the Conſtitution could not be taken by 


Storm, it was to be undermin d. In Conſequence of this we 


have ſeen a regular Plan of Corruption and Dependance pre- 


vail for twenty Vears together; this was to ſubdue the Spi- 
rit of a free People, and this has brought us to the Brink of 
Deſtruction. 
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Deſtruction. It is owing to this, that during a long and 
rofound Peace, our Taxes have not been 4d:mini/h'd, nor 


our Debts paid. It was neceſſary they ſhou'd continue, for 


otherwiſe the miniſterial Guards muſt have been diſbanded. 
This has been the Policy, this has been the Scheme for 
twenty Years paſt; and while a neighbouring Nation was 


laying the Foundations of her preſent Greatneſs in an exact 


Oeconomy, while ſhe was extending her Trade, encouraging 


her Manufactures, and ſirengthening her Colonies, we have 


been diſſipating the Treaſure of this Nation in dai Allian- 
ces and pu; | Expeditions. We plunged ourſelves into 
inconſiſtent Treaties, and contradictory Engagements, till 
we had negociated away our molt important Intereſts, till 


we had not one Ally left to ſacrifice ; and when at laſt the 


Cries of our pillaged Merchants were too ſtrong to be reſiſt- 


ed; when a War was undertaken, how was it profecuted ? 


In the very Manner that our Enemies would have wiſhed 


and directed: New Burthens and Taxes were laid on the 
People, a great Army was raisd, but no Part of it was 
ſent on Service, till long after the Enemy had Notice of 


our Defign, and had taken all Precautions to defeat it; and 
when the Succeſs of this Enterprize had too well juſtified 
our Fears, a poor Supply was ſent under the Command of 


an inferior Officer, a Supply more likely to increaſe our 


Loſs than to repair it. 


Ir we look towards the Mediterrancan, what can poſſi- 


bly be ſaid to juſtify our Conduct there ” We had early 


Notice of great Preparations in Hain; our Miniſters were 


nut, they could not be ignorant of their Deſtination, and 
yet they ſuffered two Embarkations to paſs under the Noſe 


of our Admiral, and to land a powerful Army in the Heart 
of Italy. Thus we have expos'd the Queen of Hungary 


to an Attack, that it was abſolutely and ſingly in our Pow- 
er to have prevented. We have had the Honour to com- 
pleat the Ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, and to raiſe the 


Houſe of Bourbon to be Maſters of the Fate of Europe. 
| 5 To 


633 
To this Point have our Politics tended for twenty Vears 


paſt, and this they have at laſt zoo fatally accompliſh' d. 


SURELY then, Sir, it is high Time to enquire who has 
been the Author of all our Misfortunes, and to ſee from 
what Motives, and by what Steps this terrible Calamity has 
been brought upon us; and if it does appear, that for 
twenty Years paſt a dictatorial Power has been exercis'd, a 
Power unknown to our Anceſtors, unknown to our Conſti- 
tution : If to maintain this Power the public Treaſure has 
been embezzled and diſſipated in Profuſion and Corruption: If 
ſeveral of the nobleſt and beſt Servants of the Crown have 
felt the ſevereſt Marks of miniſterial Diſpleaſure, for preſu- 
ming to judge for themſelves, for ſpeaking and voting in 
Parliament: If the Intereſts of this Country have been Haf- 
ter d away for an inglorious and precarious Peace, that 
mean Purpoſes might be attended to at Home: If we have 
ſeen a Miniſter in the laſt Moments of expiting Power 
ſquandering away the poor temaining Pittance of public 
Freaſure; ſurely a parllamentary Enquiry can io longer be 
delay'd. 


= 


Mr. SPEAKER, 
g Took the Liberty, ſome time ago, to make you a Mo- 
tion, which appeared to me neceſſary for the Honour of 
this Houle, and for the Safety and Quiet of the Nation: 
And I can attribute the ill Succeſs it met with, to nothing 
but, that either the View of it was too general, or the 
Term too extenſive : For I am perſuaded, that the preſent 


Condition of our Affairs is ſo ſenſibly felt by all Gentlemen, 


that they muſt confeſs, an Enquiry, in ſome Shape or other, 


is at this Time expedient and neceſſary : And I aſſure you, 
Sir, that nothing ſhould induce me to trouble you again on 


the Subject of an Enquiry, if I were not under the ſtrongeſt 


| Conviction, that this Conſtitution cannot ſubſiſt, if thoſe 


Meaſures, which have prevailed of late Years, ſhould con- 


tinue to be purſued ; and that nothing can effectually put a 


Stop to ſuch Meaſures for the future, but the Reſolution | 
and Spirit of this Houſe, manifeſted in a fair and impartial 
Enquiry. 


1 MosT ſincerely rejoice to ſee ſeveral houourable Gen- 
tlemen taken into the Adminiſtration, who have been the 
great Aſſertors of the Independency and Privileges of this 


Houſe, and of the Liberty ol this Country ; I have always 


had the utmoſt Cenfidence in the Purity of their Intentions, 
as I am convinced it is their firm Opinion, that this Country 
can 


(7) 


can never be happy till his MAaJEsTY and his People are 
united in Intereſts and Counſels on one common Bottom : 
But, however upright their Intentions may be, it 1s this 
Houſe, and this Houſe only, that can give the Ability to put 
them in Execution. It is this Houſe muſt give Miniſters 


Support at home, and Weight and Credit abroad. 


5 1 is apparent that the Affairs of this Country have been 


under the Direction of oxe Perſon for many Years, and that 
they have been managed in the moſt profuſe and looſe Man- 
ner. It is notorious that the great Object of public Offices, 


even inferior ones, has not been the diſcharging of their Duty 


in their ſeveral Stations ; but that their principal Point of 
View has been parliamentary Influence and parliamentary 
Merit. This Merit has covered a Multitude of Sins, and 
to this it is owing, that we have not, for many Years paſt, 
ſeen one Man removed for that which ought to be the only 


Cauſe of Removal, for Mis BEHAVIOUR IN His OFFICE. 


Even the Commiſſioners of Hawkers and Pedlars were not 


turned out till they had broke and run aa Had this Stea- 
dineſs ariſen from the Integrity and Abilities of the Servants 


of the Public, we had been fortunate beyond any Example 
of former Times; but if this Impunity has ariſen from an 
utter Neglect and Contempt of every thing that did not 


tend to parliamentary Craft, how fatal muſt it have been to 
all good Order and Government? 5 


Txis Houſe, while it continues free and independent, 
will ever be the great Guardian of our Liberties; but, if 
ever it ſhall become corrupt and ſervile, it will be the moſt 
expenſive, and the heavieſt Engine of Slavery, that ever was 
in the Hands of a corrupt Miniſter. . 

Wx have ſeen this Conſtitutiog attacked, not as formerly, 
by Force and Violence, but by Fraua and Deceit; and when the 
Manner of Attack 1s changed, new Methods of Defence muſt 


be provided. It will require great Pains and Labour, great 


Attention and Sagacity, to unravel this Miſtery of Iniquity; 
| | nor 
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nor can this, in my Opinion, poſſibly be accompliſhed by 
any Means but by a Secret Committee. 5 


I HAVE heard a Secret Committee treated as the moſt 
terrible Thing in Nature; but ſurely, Sir, Gentlemen ei- 
ther don't know, or don't conſider what it is they ſeem fo 
much to fear. Secret Committees are not to fudge, they 


are not even to accuſe ; they are only to ſearch and enquire 


after Facts, they are to collect and ſort them, and lay them 
before the Houle, To judge is the Province of the Lords, 
to accuſe belongs to the Commons ; and diligently to ſearch 
and enquire 1s the Buſineſs and Duty of a Committee. This 
is the mighty Power, this is the dreadful Object; dreadful 
indeed it may be to the Guilty, but to the Guilty only. 


Bur this, Sir, is what the Nation calls for; this is what 
they expect; ſor they have long felt the Load of an abſo- 


late and ſole Miniſter, who laid the Foundation of his Power 
in protecting Guilt, who has ſupported himſelf in it by 


Profufion and Corruption, and has at laſt cloſed the Scene 


. wy 


of all Mankind. 1 + 


with the moſt provoking Inſtances of Contempt and Defiance 
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